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Ronelle Alexander, Ellen Elias-Bursac : Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian, a Textbook: With Exercises and Basic 
Grammar  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Bosnian, 
Croatian, Serbian, a Textbook: With Exercises and Basic Grammar: 

11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. This is not an easy language to learnBy R. FriederichFor less than 
$100, I acquired all three pieces of this BCS set. Textbook; Grammar; Audio. I feel I am well on my way to grasping 
the Bosnian language. Not just phrases, which I have from other sources, but knowledge about what's going on under 
the hood. I find all three pieces to complement each other. The design of this system actually helps you to come across 
conclusions on your own along the way.This is not an easy language to learn. Especially when you have nobody to 
practice with. However, this three piece series is a heckuva good way to start.I have read complaints about the audio 
being 'too fast'. Well, I have spent time in Bosnia and that is how the people speak. The audio does a good job of 
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forcing you to keep up with the natural flow of the conversation as it really would be in the real world. I am more than 
okay with that because people in Bosnia are not going to be slowing down their conversation for you.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Lessons are not presented in a good logical mannerBy Lyra SnowpawPoorly 
designed book. Tries to teach one basic language with regional variations as three different languages with alternate 
alphabets. This makes learning cumbersome and confusing. This book doesn't start by teaching the similarities first 
(which would make learning much easier). Most language textbooks (I have learned French, German, and Japanese) 
Start with the basic words needed to make short sentences then teach verbs, how to conjugate verbs, and regular and 
irregular verbs. The Serbian Cyrillic alphabet is tucked away in an appendix in the back-took me a week to find it. If 
you are going to visit Serbia, count on seeing written Serbian Cyrillic. Lessons are not presented in a good logical 
manner. When learning a language (even for adults) PICTURES HELP! I learned more from a free learn Serbo-
Croatian language app on my phone than from this book. I have asked other students who used this book for a BCS 
class at the local university and they agree it's not a good book. Disappointing.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. AUDIO CD not workingBy Nick A.The audio CD that was included did not work in ANY of my CD 
or DVD players. I'm not sure how important the CD is to the program. The website bcsgrammarandtextbook.org 
website only has order information. There seems to be no way of contacting these folks. I believe that I am going to 
exchange the book for another copy to see if any other CD's work.

Three official languages have emerged in the Balkan region that was formerly Yugoslavia: Croatian in Croatia, 
Serbian in Serbia, and both of these languages plus Bosnian in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian, a 
Textbook introduces the student to all three. Dialogues and exercises are presented in each language, shown side by 
side for easy comparison; in addition, Serbian is rendered in both its Latin and its Cyrillic spellings. Teachers may 
choose a single language to use in the classroom, or they may familiarize students with all three. This popular textbook 
is now revised and updated with current maps, discussion of a Montenegrin language, advice for self-study learners, an 
expanded glossary, and an appendix of verb types. It also features: All dialogues, exercises, and homework 
assignments available in Bosnian, Croatian, and Serbian Classroom exercises designed for both small-group and full-
class work, allowing for maximum oral participation Reading selections written by Bosnian, Croatian, and Serbian 
authors especially for this book Vocabulary lists for each individual section and full glossaries at the end of the book A 
short animated film, on an accompanying DVD, for use with chapter 15 Brief grammar explanations after each 
dialogue, with a cross-reference to more detailed grammar chapters in the companion book, Bosnian, Croatian, 
Serbian, a Grammar.

This textbook is the most grammatically and culturally accurate of any BCS materials available. It is the best adapted 
to the diverse needs of my students, who often combine Croatian heritage, Bosnian contacts, and Serbian 
preoccupations in the same classroom.Wayles Browne, Cornell University 


