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Joan Blaeu, Peter van der Krogt : Blaeu: Atlas Maior  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Blaeu: Atlas Maior: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. this is a perfect coffe table book for browsingBy Michael J 
FERRARIf you want to see the world in 1665, this is a perfect coffe table book for browsing. The notes are in English, 
French and German and the historical sections excellent. The book stand idea for the outer cover really works as it is a 
heavy tome..0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you love maps, this re-creation of one of the world's 
...By CustomerIf you love maps, this re-creation of one of the world's most important atlases provides a fantastic time-
machine-like visual voyage into world history, geography, politics, astronomy, culture and exploration. You get "the 
most expensive book of the 17th century" for pennies per map and page. The maps are colorful and beautiful, many 
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two oversized pages in detail . The scholarly notes by author Peter Van Der Krogt provide additional context and 
background to the maps. Every day I enjoy opening to a random page and exploring some new part of the world. This 
book will provide endless enjoyment to the geographic explorers among us.

World class: The finest atlas ever publishedSuperlatives tend to fail in face of Joan Blaeus Atlas Maior, one of the 
most extravagant feats in the history of mapmaking. The original Latin edition, completed in 1665, was the largest and 
most expensive book to be published during the 17th century. Its 594 maps across 11 volumes spanned Arctica, Asia, 
Europe, and America. Its scale and ambition occupies such an important place in Dutch history that it is included in 
the Canon of Dutch History, an official survey of 50 individuals, creations, or events that chart the historical 
development of the Netherlands.TASCHENs meticulous reprint brings this luxurious Baroque wonder into the hands 
of modern readers. In an age of digitized cartography and global connectivity, it celebrates the steadfast beauty of 
quality print and restores the wonder of an exploratory age, in which Blaeus native Amsterdam was a center of 
international trade and discovery.True to TASCHENs optimum reproduction standards, the edition derives from the 
Austrian National Librarys complete colored and gold-heightened copy of Atlas Maior, assuring the finest detail and 
quality. University of Amsterdams Peter van der Krogt introduces the historical and cultural significance of the atlas 
while providing detailed descriptions for individual maps, revealing the full scale and ambition of Blaeus masterwork. 
As much an artwork as a cartographical adventure, the book comes with a slipcase that converts neatly into a display 
bookstand.Text in English, French, and German

About the AuthorJoan Blaeu (1596 Alkmaar1673 Amsterdam) was a leading Dutch cartographer and member of the 
Amsterdam council. Son of Willem Blaeu, also a famed cartographer, Joan and his brother Cornelius took over his 
fathers workshop in 1638. He became the official cartographer of the Dutch East India Company and would gain 
further fame with a collection of Dutch city maps entitled Tooneel der Steeden, the first atlas of Scotland, and the 
masterwork Atlas Maior.Peter van der Krogt is a leading expert on Dutch atlases. Since 1990, he has been working on 
Koemans Atlantes Neerlandici, the cartobibliography of atlases published in the Netherlands. Van der Krogt is curator 
of the Special Collections of the University of Amsterdam and researcher in the history of cartography at the 
University of Utrecht. 


