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Monica Frazier Anderson : Black English Vernacular (From "Ain't" to "Yo Mama" : the Words Politically 
Correct Americans Should Know)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Black English Vernacular (From "Ain't" to "Yo Mama" : the Words Politically Correct Americans 
Should Know): 

12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Once over lightlyBy Big GuyWould-be buyers of this book 
should be aware that it's primarily a simple listing of slang terms used by African-Americans. The unique syntax of 
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Black English is hardly mentioned, which is sad because this is what differentiates Black English from such as Hippie 
Talk, Valley Girl Talk, or even Computer Nerd Talk. BEV would be useful as a current dictionary of slang terms used 
by African-Americans, although many terms have been used by whites for years or even decades.The author's 
statement that "BEV [Black English Vernacular] is no more bad English than Italian is bad Latin" can hardly be 
supported by this book.At less than a hundred pages in length, BEV is more booklet than book, and is over priced. To 
add insult to injury, in terms of research it comes across as a Saturday spent with some Black teenagers. One gets the 
feeling much of the contents will fade soon, leaving contemporary Black English interred along with "neat" and 
"groovy" and "radical." Surely this isn't the case with Black English, and any book on the subject should support the 
likelihood of Black English continuing on as a unique means of expression. This book doesn't.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. So Funny But , TrueBy RosieBlack English Vernacular was a simple joy to read. I borrowed 
it first from a library to read. But after the first few pages I knew I had to have a copy for myself. We say, as adults, 
that we don't say slang like our kids, but after reading this book I found out that I say a lot of it as well. It was very 
interesting to see the phrases we say day in and day out without even noticing. Like the term "running buddy" I have 
been saying this for years. Or even "she put her foot in them". This book belongs in every home library. Trust me, I 
have two copies, one I loan and one I keep for to make sure I have a copy handy.Rosie, SWER READING CLUB0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. A medium sized dictionary of black english phrasesBy 
clineer@aol.comblack english vernacular is medium sized, but i was surprised that there was not a large section on 
pronounciation. the defintions for the words are too small. it seemed like the defintions were just notes, or references 
from a larger text.
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