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Alvia J. Wardlaw : Black Art: Ancestral Legacy : The African Impulse in African American Art  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Black Art: Ancestral Legacy : 
The African Impulse in African American Art: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. PerfectBy MorganPerfect2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. black art ancestral legacyBy Veronica DeLuzeIndepth discussion of Black Art showing the African influence 
covering a wide range of information and artists. Beautifully presented and documented. A book for all art lovers' 
libraries and those who are artists themselves.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0810931044


Essays examine the impact of African culture upon Black visual artists in the United States and the Caribbean, in this 
catalogue for an exhibition of African-American art

From Publishers WeeklyMany black American artists have sought inspiration in ancestral African visual arts, music 
and dance. Beyond this, African-American painters and sculptors--urban and rural, folk and militant--are struggling 
toward self-definition. A touring exhibition, which opened at the Dallas Museum of Art where Wardlaw is a curator, 
explored these themes with stunning impact and is re-created here. Much more than a catalogue, this groundbreaking 
volume reclaims a living part of the African-American experience. Ranging from the Harlem Renaissance to 
Caribbean ceremonial objects, from John Biggers's abstracts to Bessie Harvey's mixed-media sculpture The Family 
(which shows Mother Earth giving birth to all races of humankind), this wide-angled survey provokes and delights. 
The book takes the reader down unfamiliar paths, revealing the presence of African myths and motifs in contemporary 
U.S. works. Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalWhether identified as "Africanisms" 
or considered iconographic and creative inspiration, objects from African culture have certainly influenced African-
American art--a fact that has long been overlooked in American art studies. This catalog from the Dallas Museum of 
Art has brought together the research of the most prominent experts on this subject in one volume. Expanding on 
Robert F. Thompson's pioneering study, Flash of the Spirit (Random, 1984), it encompasses the full spectrum of black 
American visual art from folk to street to fine art. With an impressive selection of illustrated objects and well-written 
essays and catalog entries, this book will long be the definitive word on the subject and belongs in public and 
academic libraries.- Eugene C. Burt, SeattleCopyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


