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Joseph Privitera : Beginner's Sicilian (Beginner's (Foreign Language))  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Beginner's Sicilian (Beginner's (Foreign Language)): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Much room for improvementBy Dr. James E. PurpuraThere is 
basically nothing else in the market so we're stuck with this book.The good thing is that it provides a basic 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0781806402


introduction to the language (not a "dialect" please!!!) with Sicilian dialogues, basic grammar explanations, 
vocabulary, and some practice. It also comes with a complex pronunciation guide, which is pedagogically very 
weak.The frustrating things about the book are: too many typos and inconsistencies if you read it carefully and 
potentially confusing to students; very old-fashioned pedagogy of the 1960s--we've come a long way since then in 
how to teach languages; the grammar is introduced with no understanding of how students actually learn it in a 
scaffolded way; practice activities are just silly; the pronunciation part should use the international phonetic alphabet 
and not some made-up version that mixes sound-spelling correspondences. And yes, there's more, but I'll stop 
here.Should we buy it? Of course. It's the only thing out there besides Cipolla's book, which has its own set of issues 
(many similar to these), but the author should be concerned about these comments and should consider a co-authored 
revision.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Two StarsBy April L. MonticelloNot very helpful0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Good book, easy to understandBy SicilianI have a basic knowledge of 
Sicilian and this book is helping me to further my understanding of the language.

The Beginner's Series is designed to meet the bilingual needs of the traveling businessperson, tourist, and student. 
These language lessons cover such common situations as: passing through customs, checking into a hotel, placing 
phone calls, going to the post office, and extending and accepting invitations. First learn about the country's history 
and culture, acquaint yourself with social customs, restaurant practices, and transportation systems. Then learn basic 
language skills, including vocabulary, grammar, and useful phrases that will have you communicating with natives and 
moving about feeely. Clear, easy to use, and insightful, the Beginner's Series will introduce you to the languages of the 
world.


