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Adam Makkai, Tull Boatner Maxine, John Gates : Barron's Handbook of Commonly Used American Idioms 
(Barron's pocket guides)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Barron's Handbook of Commonly Used American Idioms (Barron's pocket guides): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great little reference for ESL studentsBy Dennis CaisseBarron's 
Handbook of Commonly Used American Idioms comes from a great and trusted publisher of academic review texts. 
The product is compact and easily fits into a backpack, laptop bag, or purse. I use it to explain Americanisms to my 
students who are learning English as a second language. I am a literacy volunteer for Literacy Volunteers of Niagara in 
Western New York. The guide uses ordinary lanugage to explain what the layman would not be able to make clear. 
Imagine you are working with a young engineer from South Korea, and you are reading a story together when the 
expression, "On pins and needles" appears in the text. How would you explain that idiom to the young scientist? This 
is a delightful book and is a 'must have' for anyone in the literacy business.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. You wish you knew all the American Idioms...well hold on there's an easier way!By Deremiah *CPEThe 
handbook of commonly used American Idioms, is really quiet exciting if you're a linguist, writer, author, speaker, or 
student writing a term paper. I've found it to be one of the handiest resources since my college hand held Webster 
Dictionary.IT IS A VERY SPECIAL COMPACT BOOK...i.e., Cool!What makes it even more special is it's compact 
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size. In a world where you've got an iPod, digital recorder, CD player, digital camera, cell phone or pager to carry you 
really don't need another item to try to slide into one of the pockest on your coat or your petite clutch purse.COULD 
BE MORE READER FRIENDLY...The books in alphabetical order with two rows of definitions per page. The layout 
is fine but a space between the definition of each word and the new word could be enhanced to make it reader friendly. 
What they have done is bolded each word so that you can see the beginning of each new on coming word.WHAT I 
LOVED ABOUT IT FROM A MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKING STAND POINT...Was all of the phrases for the way 
we can say something and make it more colorful and visually vibrant. Painting word pictures in this day and age of 
little bitty Sound Bytes really becomes neat. The only problem is that most people are very unfamiliar with all of the 
idioms of Americans less alone all of the idioms that are floating around from the whole world. Maybe I should 
rephrase that :) . Well if you need your memory inspired for ways to communicate something new, differently or 
exciting just pick up American Idioms and you're onto something. Thanks.Your Servant, Deremiah, *CPE
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