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Encirclement Battle, and the First and Second Soviet Counteroffensives, 10 July - 24 August 1941: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Marathon read, but worth itBy Neal WolfeThis is my first Glantz 
book. I had heard he was a Russo-phile and always spun a slanted story in favor of the Soviets. As a 
Wehrmacht/Waffen SS fanboy, this had me worried, but I gave it a try.I was not disappointed! Although his Russian 
war reports (every other page, it seems) leads one to believe the "rumors", he is astute enough to weed through the BS 
(i.e., the claim that more tanks were destroyed during 7th PzD's attack against Konev's army than what they actually 
possessed). He presents the reports as what they are--just that. He does not use them as the sole basis for describing 
what actually happened. I found this to be an excellent supplement (and counter balance) to my library of German-
centric books.Interestingly, all of the books I have read before told me about the "smooth" advance of AGC towards 
Moscow, except that little "bump" around Smolensk. Ironically, it was Weidinger's "Das Reich" that opened up my 
eyes to the blood letting at Smolensk/Yelnia and the extent of Timoshenko's counter-offensives. How is it that an SS 
staff officer tells more of the "truth" than the supposed historians?0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Excellent book, any student of the war between Nazi ...By Leroy KlaskoExcellent book, any student of the war 
between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union should have this in their library. May not be for the casual reader as most 
of the book is situation reports and combat orders written by the participants, mostly from the Soviet side, thus making 
it a dry read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great readBy scott baileyAnother book going into great 
details from the russian front. The units covered in this book are giving in days that the battle to capture this city in and 
make one of the biggest encirclements in military history. The fighting that drained the german military is well 
documented. The german believing that encirclement was the way to win are finding their action inconclusive

At dawn on 10 July 1941, massed tanks and motorized infantry of German Army Group Center's Second and Third 
Panzer Groups crossed the Dnepr and Western Dvina Rivers, beginning what Adolf Hitler, the Fhrer of Germany's 
Third Reich, and most German officers and soldiers believed would be a triumphal march on Moscow, the capital of 
the Soviet Union. Less than three weeks before, on 22 June Hitler had unleashed his Wehrmacht's [Armed Forces] 
massive invasion of the Soviet Union code-named Operation Barbarossa, which sought to defeat the Soviet Union's 
Red Army, conquer the country, and unseat its Communist ruler, Josef Stalin. Between 22 June and 10 July, the 
Wehrmacht advanced up to 500 kilometers into Soviet territory, killed or captured up to one million Red Army 
soldiers, and reached the western banks of the Western Dvina and Dnepr Rivers, by doing so satisfying the premier 
assumption of Plan Barbarossa that the Third Reich would emerge victorious if it could defeat and destroy the bulk of 
the Red Army before it withdrew to safely behind those two rivers. With the Red Army now shattered, Hitler and most 
Germans expected total victory in a matter of weeks. The ensuing battles in the Smolensk region frustrated German 
hopes for quick victory. Once across the Dvina and Dnepr Rivers, a surprised Wehrmacht encountered five fresh 
Soviet armies. Despite destroying two of these armies outright, severely damaging two others, and encircling the 
remnants of three of these armies in the Smolensk region, quick victory eluded the Germans. Instead, Soviet forces 
encircled in Mogilev and Smolensk stubbornly refused to surrender, and while they fought on, during July, August, 
and into early September, first five and then a total of seven newly-mobilized Soviet armies struck back viciously at 
the advancing Germans, conducting multiple counterattacks and counterstrokes, capped by two major 
counteroffensives that sapped German strength and will. Despite immense losses in men and materiel, these desperate 
Soviet actions derailed Operation Barbarossa. Smarting from countless wounds inflicted on his vaunted Wehrmacht, 
even before the fighting ended in the Smolensk region, Hitler postponed his march on Moscow and instead turned his 
forces southward to engage "softer targets" in the Kiev region. The 'derailment" of the Wehrmacht at Smolensk 
ultimately became the crucial turning point in Operation Barbarossa. This groundbreaking new study, now 
significantly expanded, exploits a wealth of Soviet and German archival materials, including the combat orders and 
operational of the German OKW, OKH, army groups, and armies and of the Soviet Stavka, the Red Army General 
Staff, the Western Main Direction Command, the Western, Central, Reserve, and Briansk Fronts, and their subordinate 
armies to present a detailed mosaic and definitive account of what took place, why, and how during the prolonged and 
complex battles in the Smolensk region from 10 July through 10 September 1941. The structure of the study is 
designed specifically to appeal to both general readers and specialists by a detailed two-volume chronological 
narrative of the course of operations, accompanied by a third volume, and perhaps a fourth, containing archival maps 
and an extensive collection of specific orders and reports translated verbatim from Russian. The maps, archival and 
archival-based, detail every stage of the battle. Within the context of a fresh appreciation of Hitler's Plan Barbarossa, 
this volume reviews the first two weeks of Operation Barbarossa and then describes in unprecedented detail Plan 
Barbarossa, Opposing Forces, and the Border Battles, 22 June-1 July 1941; Army Group Center's Advance to the 
Western Dvina and Dnepr Rivers and the Western Front's Counterstroke at Lepel' 2-9 July 1941; Army Group Center's 
Advance to Smolensk and the Timoshenko "Counteroffensive," 13-15 July 1941; Army Group Center's Encirclement 
Battle at Smolensk, 16 July-6 August 1941; The First Soviet Counteroffensive, 23-31 July 1941; The Battles on the 
Flanks (Velikie Luki and Rogachev-Zhlobin), 16-31 July 1941; The Siege of Mogilev, 16-28 July 1941; Armeegruppe 



Guderian's Destruction of Group Kachalov, 31 July-6 August 1941; Armeegruppe Guderian's and Second Army's 
Southward March and the Fall of Gomel', 8-21 August 1941; The Second Soviet Counteroffensive: The Western 
Front's Dukhovshchina Offensive, 6-24 August 1941 and the Reserve Front's El'nia Offensive, 8-24 August 1941; The 
Struggle for Velikie Luki, 8-24 August 1941. Based on the analysis of the vast mass of documentary materials 
exploited by this study, David Glantz presents a number of important new findings, notably: Soviet resistance to Army 
Group Center's advance into the Smolensk region was far stronger and more active than the Germans anticipated and 
historians have previously described; The military strategy Stalin, the Stavka, and Western Main Direction Command 
pursued was far more sophisticated than previously believed; Stalin, the Stavka, and Timoshenko's Western Main 
Direction Command employed a strategy of attrition designed to weaken advancing German forces; This attrition 
strategy inflicted far greater damage on Army Group Center than previously thought and, ultimately, contributed 
significantly to the Western and Kalinin Fronts' victories over Army Group Center in December 1941. Quite simply, 
this series breaks new ground in World War II Eastern Front and Soviet military studies.

"...mountains of information hitherto unavailable in any English publication. As usual, Glantz has performed a 
remarkable feat, almost single-handedly expanding and refining the way informed readers view the Russian Front. The 
study of all those campaigns would be immeasurably diminished without the invaluable catalog of works he's written, 
and this volume represents another important addition to that growing library."Highly recommended, and thank you, 
Col. Glantz, for continuing to successfully conduct the "virtual sieges" required to produce these kinds of tomes. 
(Stone Stone Second World War Books)"Barbarossa Derailed is a meticulously researched and cogently structured 
study of the Red Army in the battle of Smolensk there can be no question Glantz is n the road to another towering 
achievement in the history of the German-Soviet war. I await volume two with eager anticipation." (Global War 
Studies)Both author and publisher are to be congratulated for producing such a detailed and comprehensive study of 
what could turn out to be one of the seminal battles of the Soviet-German War. Given the amount of Russian material 
in this volume and, presumably, in the volumes still be published, taking all four volumes collectively, this will 
hopefully mean a more objective and factually accurate description of the roles of both major combatants in th early 
opening phase of the war on the Eastern Front and may well cause others to re-examine the Battle and assess its 
overall importance to the eventual victory of the USSR. (Dr Steven J Main, DefAc UK, British Army )"With 
Barbarossa Derailed, Glantz has provided the specialist on the Soviet-German War with an excellent study of this 
early conflict that served as an incubator for Soviet victory." (Canadian Slavonic Papers) A necessary and valuable 
addition to the English-language literature on the Great Patriotic War. It includes a wealth of documents never before 
available in English, and it substantially revises earlier accounts of the Battle of Smolensk. (Journal of Military 
History)Those interested in wargaming the campaign will rejoice in the unprecedented level of detail For anyone who 
wants to study this battle, this book is highly recommended. (The Miniatures Page)About the AuthorDavid M. Glantz 
(born 11 January 1942 in Port Chester, New York) is an American military historian and the editor of the Journal of 
Slavic Military Studies. Glantz received degrees in history from the Virginia Military Institute and the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and is a graduate of the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, Defense 
Language Institute, Institute for Russian and Eastern European Studies, and U.S. Army War College. He entered 
active service with the United States Army in 1963. 


