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Helena Jobim : Antonio CarlosJobim: An Illuminated Man before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and al praised Antonio Carlos Jobim: An Illuminated Man:

16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. Jobim's Garden of GraceBy DARIO BORIMAnNtonio Carlos
(Tom) Jobim died 17 years ago in aNew Y ork City hospital. It is high time we learned more about a priceless legacy
to the music and music-lovers of the world. Poet and novelist Helena Jobim's book makes his personal, intellectual,
and professional history come alive in acompelling story. It is, likewise, an illuminating document for researchersin
the fields of music, literature, art, philosophy, and popular culture. Asif it were not for the vast, intimate, and revealing
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set of photographs, the engaging elegance and unique structure of the prose, or even the enlightening description of
creative processes and partnerships of a true twentieth-century's genius, one single element adds much to Helena
Jobim's endearing biography of her brother: a portrait of Tom Jobim's emotional world. We learn that some of his
greatest anguish (but not resentment), for example, resulted from his own image in the Brazilian press: too often
distorted and misunderstood. The harshest attacks on him arguably came from prejudiced critics who, rather unfairly
and unwisely, regarded his music as imitation of foreign sounds. Helena Jobim's moving and enchanting book explores
the human dimension of alife dedicated to music that never surrendered to national borders. Quoting Pablo Picasso
(and he loved quoting artists and poets) the maestro once explained that out of that anguish, his own "cube of
darkness," he was "born again" on adaily basis (163).Jobim's exceptional talent as songwriter follows atradition in
Brazilian music since Chiquinha Gonzaga 150 years ago: sometimes to bridge over and sometimes to do away with the
illusive divide between erudite and popular culture, including music and poetry. Toward that goal he was certainly
lucky and clever enough to chose and to be chosen to work with giants of either end, classical or popular, whose art
has also spanned all over that open field of borderless creation.The author of "Waters of March" actually read,
questioned, and recreated the world he lived in not only through mesmerizing melody, but also through down-to-earth
poetry. Helena Jobim does justice to her brother's poetic voice in many dazzling instances. It all starts on a high note
of low spirits by asingular composer whose ecological concerns made him abit gloomier every day. It isindeed too
sad that he had to leave us prematurely, at the peak of his career, but before writing another 500 tunes of inexplicable
grace. Tom could have added to one of those unwritten tunes his own verses which stand as epigraph in An
[lluminated Man: "Every time atreeis cut down here on Earth, | believe it will grow again somewhere else, in another
world. So, when | dig, it isto this place that | want to go, where forestslive in peace.” 10 of 10 people found the
following review helpful. Antonio Carlos Brasileiro de Almeida Jobim - a master...a geniusBy areader in the
U.S"Tom", or "Tomas" as he was affectionately known to hisintimates, embodied awealth of contra...indicators (not
dictions, as he was extremely well spoken and erudite) even up until his death when a doctor stated, "He appeared to
be a strong man but he was actually fragile." He was a genius in aimost every sense of the word - quick to dismiss his
own importance, yet craving understanding from both public and critics alike - sometimes moody, and at other times
gregarious to an extreme (as with New Y ork taxi drivers) - he was always concerned; concerned as only an empathetic
man can be about the things that moved him deeply. One of those things was music, and the arrangement of music
specifically - the harmonies...in fact | found it extremely telling that Jobim would use the harmoniesto get to the
melody, much as | also found it telling that Jobim was naturally left handed, but (like myself) had been forced to write
right handed. No matter, he simply adapted. His other passion was the environment, and hiswriting, musical and
otherwise, betrayed an almost cynical sense of where Humanity was heading with the destruction of the Planet. His
quote about "another world" where each tree that fell in this one was headed (like himself) for another where it would
stand is atestament to his sense of the futile destiny of this one. An interesting read from start to finish, | was
somewhat struck by 'synchronicities' throughout with my own path - the interest in Casteneda, the bi-dexterity, and
finally, the last piece of music on his piano when he died "There Will Never Be Ancther You". Thiswas the piece |
chose to do in a samba-style, with immy Ponder, as aduet on Jimmy's CD "Somebody's Child" from 2007. | thought |
had chosen it at "random". It isa bit disconcerting to be the first reviewer of this other than the translator, yet here |
am. Robert Lamm deserves alot of credit al'so (good work, Mr. Chops!) Thoroughly enjoyable and educational .7 of 7
people found the following review helpful. Antonio Carlos Jobim's biographyBy LorAntonio Carlos Jobim ismy all
time favorite composer and | have followed his carreer ever since | heard Desafinado when | was 13 yearsold. | am
now 66. | was very happy to seethat his sister's book had been trandlated into English, because | was very eager to
read it. The book arrived before due date and was "new" although | bought it "used" - in very excellentcondition. |
have started reading it and | enjoy every page. Very well written, easy to read, very happy with my book.

(Book). Charlie Byrd, Herbie Mann, and others brought in bags full of discs from atrip to Brazil in 1961. Stan Getz
listened to them and recorded "Desafinado," which stayed for 70 weeks on the Billboard charts. Since then, no one can
deny bossa nova's global appeal and influence upon jazz and world music. While cel ebrating bossa nova's 50-year
presence in the United States, we can learn more about the movement's champion, Jobim, through poet and novelist
Helena Jobim's Antonio Carlos Jobim: An Illuminated Man . His personal, intellectual, and professional history comes
alive. With avast, intimate, and revealing set of photographs, and an engaging, elegant and unique prose, thisis the
story of atrue 20th-century's genius. Helena Jobim does justice to her brother's poetic voice. The composer of "Waters
of March" read, questioned, and re-created the world he lived in not only through mesmerizing melodies, but also
through down-to-earth poetry. The biography also reveals Antonio Carlos Jobim's serious ecological concerns. To his
400 songs of inexplicable grace he has added his own epigraph in An Illuminated Man : "Every time atreeis cut down
here on Earth, | believe it will grow again somewhere else, in another world. So, when | die, it isto this place that |
want to go, where forests live in peace."

About the AuthorHelena Jobim is an award-winning poet and novelist born in Rio de Janeiro. Among other



distinctions, in 1993 she received the Brazilian Writers Guild Annual Award for her entire prose. Two years later, her
novel The Trilogy of Astonishment, winner of the prestigious Jose Lins do Rego Award from the Brazilian Academy
of Letters, was adapted to cinema by Marco Altberg. In 2006, she released Time's Sand, a compact disc featuring a
sensitive sound landscape with 33 of her poems read by the author and set to the music background written by her
brother, Antonio Carlos Jobim.



