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Ron Zoglin, Deborah Shouse : Antiquing For Dummies  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Antiquing For Dummies: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Great Reference Guide For The Beginning and Intermediate 
Antique Collector by Authors Who Are No Dummies!By circawdmFirstly, I have collected antiques seriously now for 
about 40 years. I know all of the categories covered in the book quite well and some that were not covered. This was 
quite an undertaking to figure out what to include, to write it so beginners and even more advanced collectors could 
understand it well and use it as a good reference. For the FEW who panned this as being very poor or not having much 
substance, I would suggest-suspect they are either antique dealers or otherwise competitors, or they just don't know 
what they are talking about regarding antiques.The tips and cautions were well done. The photos and drawings were 
also well done. I really have no complaints at all about the book as to content, ease of reading and understanding or the 
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scope of what the authors covered. I think it is very commendable that they were able to cover so many areas in one 
book. Obviously it is not like buying a book strictly on antique furniture or glassware or paintings! It is not supposed 
to be. It is a GUIDE and a very healthy boost into the world of antique collecting. People can decide what they like to 
collect and buy specific books on those items after reading a general book like this. Bravo to the writers and 
contributors. This is not an easy subject matter to enlighten people about on paper. That said, they did a very good job. 
As a follow up the serious student will go to all of the antique shops, museums and antique shows they can where they 
know they can see the authentic pieces and touch them and look at them up close. Then the book will help even more, 
and hopefully the reader will gain great assistance in starting a lifelong hobby that is so very rewarding and 
interesting!32 of 33 people found the following review helpful. I never throught antiquing could be so much fun!By 
Michael Friedman (novamike@silcom.com)As a sub-novice on the subject, I've always been a little intimidated 
walking into antique shops. So many pieces that looked so interesting and beautiful, but what hell was I really looking 
at here?This chair would look great in my study, but is it really worth $700? Not much point asking the store owner, 
who'd be the last to point out a serious flaw, or admit that it was horribly overpriced. And when a clark says that this 
table is neoclassical, can she tell that my sage nod of agreement betrays an utter lack of comprehension about what 
that actually means?From what little I did know, I realized that the subject of antiques was incredibly complex, and I 
for one did not have a lifetime to spend in arcane study. So, basically, my ignorance caused me to stay well clear of 
something that held a fascinating attraction for me.That is why I was so happy to find a book called Antiquing for 
Dummies. I knew the Dummies series fairly well, and some of the computer-related books had saved my skin at work 
a number of times. But could the same principles of clear, simple and entertaining prose that marked the Dummies 
series in general really give me enough information to get safely started with antiques? The answer was yes, and in 
spades!This book is not meant as a guide for those who are already experts. Instead, it is an exciting, entertaining, easy-
to-read handbook that will help give timid new collectors a great overview of a vast subject, teaching them to swim 
safely in what might otherwise be very choppy waters for the uninitated.The authors have a wonderful, light-hearted 
approach that is very non-intimidating and not the slightest bit elitist. They deliberately paint with broad brush strokes 
so that we can get a real feel for the subject and decide for ourselves which areas to explore more deeply.Zoglin and 
Shouse clearly know and love antiques, and they take the position of advocates for the reader. Intead of saying, "this 
stuff is way too complex for the average person," they say, "hey, antiquing is fun, and with just a bit of knowledge, 
you can build the self-confidence to beautify your home, enrich your life, enjoy yourself and impress the hell out of 
your friends."I love tongue-in-cheek tone and the wide range of information and practical tips. I could not recommend 
this book more highly.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great seller, very good bookBy 
lakrawczykLooks like this book will come in handy. Lots of good tips. Arrived quickly and was as described.

This is a fun and painless way to give yourself a firm grounding in the wide wonderful world of antiques and 
collectibles. Kyle Husfloen, Managing Editor, Antique Trader Weekly and Antique Traders Antiques Collectibles 
Price Guide Do you love to poke around estate sales and antique shops, but cant tell the difference between Queen 
Anne and Queen Victoria furniture? Do you dream of owning that old Oriental rug or Meissen figurine but worry that 
the dealer might gouge you on the price? Do you own pieces you think might be valuable but dont know where to go 
for a reliable appraisal? Relax. Antiquing For Dummies answers all your antiquing questionsand more. Whether youre 
a beginner or youve already gotten your feet wet, this fun, friendly guide will give you the savvy you need to cruise, 
schmooze, bargain for, and care for antiques with confidence. In no time youll be able to: Tell the difference between 
real antiques and stuff thats just old Develop an antique hunt plan of attack Select antiques based on the 5 key points 
of the RADAR Test Discover hidden treasures at garages, estate sales, auctions, and shops Get the best deals when 
buying and selling antiques Decorate with antique glass and porcelain from around the world Clean and care for your 
precious finds Work an auctionreal-time and online Writing with humor and common sense, Ron Zoglin and Deborah 
Shouse demystify the highfaluting terminology of the antique world. And step-by-step they walk you through all the 
antiquing essential, including: Different furniture styles and periods of furniture and how to distinguish them 
Dovetails, nails, and other construction elements that offer clues to a pieces age Where to go for the best antique 
bargains includes tips on how to bid at auctions in person or online All about antique glass, ceramics and silver 
Integrating antiques into your life at home and at the office Antiquing For Dummies gets you up and running with 
what you need to know to find, research, and negotiate prices like a pro.

From the Back Cover"This is a fun and painless way to give yourself a firm grounding in the wide wonderful world of 
antiques and collectibles." Kyle Husfloen, Managing Editor, Antique Trader Weekly and Antique Trader's Antiques 
Collectibles Price Guide "Whether you consider yourself a beginneror a dedicated collector, you will find chapters in 
this easy-to-read bookdesigned to enhance your material needs." Milton L. Talbert, Jr., 1st Vice President, National 
Association of Dealers in Antiques Includes Tips on Spotting Fakes! Do you love to poke around at estate sales and 
antique shops but can't really tell the difference between Queen Anne and Queen Victoria? Do you dream of owning 
that old Oriental rug or Meissen figurine but worry that the dealer might gouge you on the price? Relax. Writing with 



humor and common sense, Ron Zoglin and Deborah Shouse demystify the highfalutin terminology of the antique 
world and show you step-by-step how to find, bargain for, buy, and decorate with antiques. Inside, find helpful advice 
on how to: Distinguish between real antiques and stuff that's just plain old Develop a plan of attack before you begin 
your hunt Select antiques based on the five key points of the Radar Test Accessorize your home or office with antique 
European, Oriental, and American glass and porcelain Clean and care for your precious finds Work an auction real 
time and online About the AuthorRon Zoglin has been in the antique business for more than 25 years and owns 
Brookside Antiques in Kansas City, MO. He specializes in various types of Continental, American, and Oriental 
porcelain, glass, furniture, and accessories. He is an accredited senior member of the American Society of Appraisers, 
a certified member of the Appraisers Association of America, an accredited member of the International Society of 
Appraisers, and a member of the National Association of Dealers in Antiques. Deborah Shouse is the coauthor of 
Working Woman's Communications Survival Guide and a contributor to a number of anthologies, including the 
American Book Award winner I am Becoming the Woman I've Wanted. Her articles and essays have appeared in 
Redbook, Family Circle, Woman's Day, Reader's Digest, Family Life, and Ms. 


