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Jeffrey Marks: Anthony Boucher: A Biobibliography before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Anthony Boucher: A Biobibliography:

4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. The Busiest Man in the Mystery FieldBy Kevin KillianThistime
round Jeffrey Marksisn't giving us aregular biography, though he has shown usin his 2001 life of Craig Rice just
how to do so. Instead he presents what he calls a bio-bibliography, rather an ugly neologism which lets him tell the
story of Boucher's life four times in arow--first as a man, then as an author, then as an editor, then asacritic. This


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786433205

method isn't completely satisfactory, but on the other hand it allows Marks to display the fruits of prodigious research
among Boucher's papers at the Lilly Library at Indiana University. He has a natural wit and ease with language and he
seems very much an enthusiast of Boucher in al his manifestations. The result, a book not to be missed.William
Parker White took on the pseudonym of Anthony Boucher for his genre work, while reserving his birth name for more
serious writing. Not much of that occurred, but what he wrote under the name Boucher has given millions of readers
delight.. Severe asthma made his earthly existence miserable, but to his credit, he lived life to the max and never said
never. To each his own, but | find Boucher's own fiction writing much superior to his other services to the mystery
field, and for fans of Boucher's crime novels Marks' big revea is the existence of a complete and unpublished Dr.
Ashwin novel, The Case of the Toad-in-the-Hole, sitting in the Lilly Library just waiting for a publisher. Marks
synopsis makes the mouth water! One ticket to Bloomington, please....The money was in editing and freelance
projects, though, and Boucher had afamily to support, so that he gradually abandoned fiction for the greener pastures
of anthologies and reviewing. He became the mystery reviewer for the SF Chronicle, the New Y ork Times Book
Review, and for EQMM. He was also an extraordinarily clubby man, always starting new professional organizations
and helping othersin need, and he was loved by his colleagues. I'm in the minority but | don't see that he was ever a
critic per se, and Marks doesn't persuade me that he was anything but areviewer. Nor does Marks pursue the ethical
implications of Boucher's reviewing practice and the way in which one hand almost proverbially washed the other.
EQMM employed Boucher, who often enough voted a Queen novel among the best of the year; in fact, he ghostwrote
for Ellery Queen, perpetuating the fraud upon the public which has stained the reputations of the cousins ever since.
Boucher praised his friends, boosted the careers of othersin his groups. Which is all very well, but this entanglement
of honoraria, fees, cultural cachet, and invisible strings leads down some dark little alleys aesthetically speaking. Y ou
can see this principle working today, where any hack who goes to enough MWA meetings will eventually be named a
Grand Master of something.But thisis not to take away from Jeffrey Marks' accomplishment--nor Boucher's really,
who remains among the top ten US detective novelists ever. Marks has laid out the lineaments of his career, and
placed his subject in the context of the complicated historical and social trajectories of histime--just as he did for
Craig Rice and for the postwar female crime writers he treated in his 2003 group biography Atomic Renaissance. |
can't wait to see where he goes next. And please somebody, get on the stick and bring us the Case of the Toad-in-the-
Hole. It would sell like hotcakes I'm sure.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Informative, important --
but what a mess! By Preston Neal Jonesl'm afraid | must side with the reader who cites the "abominabl e proofreading”
in this book, which otherwise would easily have rated the full 5 stars for the importance of its subject and the treasure
trove of information.What a shame. | frankly doubt there was ANY proofreading, or copy editing of any kind. Y ou
don't have to be knowledgeable about Boucher's books to note mistakes riddling this volume, as that other reader does.
You'll have enough trouble just trying to make sense of much of the text, wading through careless repetitions on one
hand and mysterious omissions on the other, with obvious grammatical errors throughout. But it WILL be worth the
trouble, if you love Boucher and his chosen fields of mystery and science fiction. Y ou will find much to learn about
this remarkable man. But you'll have to put up with alot of sloppiness along the way, so unworthy of a book about a
man who distinguished himself as an editor.7 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Great and lovable
manBy James P. MccauleyOne is grateful for the many facts presented in this extensively researched book. | deduct
two stars for three reasons. (1) The author isincapable or unwilling to render intelligible the dominant role that
Boucher'sfaith played in hislife. (2) The proofreading is abominable. (3) Some of the prcis of Boucher's stories
contain errors so absurd that one is left in doubt whether Mr. Marks had ever read them. To take just Boucher'sfirst
novel, "The Case of the Seven of Calvary," we aretold (p. 32) that Ryder is the Sanskrit trandlation of Ashwin. The
text says the opposite. On the same page we are told that Ashwin exclaimed. "My dear Martin, thisisn't a detective
novel etc., etc." It was Paul Lennox who did the exclaiming, AND that exclamation is listed by Ashwin as one of the
seven (or eight) crucial eventsthat suggest the true solution of the crimes. (Chapter X, p. 247 in thefirst edition).
Again, Mr. Marks tells us that in the short mystery story "Death of a Patriarch" the accused but innocent victim of the
murdered man is kidnapped by communists. Boucher was athirties and forties liberal for whom the communists were
admirable folk. In the real story the young man is kidnapped by ANTI-communists (who are naturally called "fascists")

Winner, Bouchercon Anthony Award for Best Critical Non-Fiction Work. Finalist, Agatha Award, Best Non-Fictional
Work American author, editor, and critic William Parker White, better known to most as Anthony Boucher, made
countless contributions to the fields of mystery and science fiction. After beginning his career as a mystery writer at
16, Boucher went on to become aNew Y ork Times mystery critic, a host for several radio programs, and the founding
editor of The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction. This comprehensive biobibliography places particular
emphasis on the writings and edited publications that established his reputation among readers of science fiction.
Several appendices include complete bibliographic citations for Boucher's novels, articles, short stories, unpublished
works, reviews, radio plays, anthologies, translations, and other written works.

"Impressive...no one with an interest in Boucher...will want to miss this book." --Mystery Scene"A very welcome



study." --The District Messenger"Will no doubt be the standard biograghy of Anthony Boucher...impressive." --
MythprintAbout the AuthorJeffrey Marks is the author of several books. He received an Ohioana Library Citation for

his work in the mystery field and garnered nominations for such major mystery awards as the Edgar, the Agatha, and
the Anthony. He lives and teaches near Cincinnati, Ohio.



