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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Shahin Ariaey-NejadGreat reference material0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Excellent workBy Kash MokhberExcellent Research Work. This has been 
a lifetime work done by the author. A reference book to keep and have.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Useless Kindle Edition +Not Quite an EtymologyBy Vazhaspa SpitmanFirst of all: Do not order the Kindle 
edition (vol. 2)even if it is for free!! It is just illegible! There is no way you can enlarge any page (they are just small 
microfilms!!) although you may use the index (vol 1) to save some money if you are to use it along the book. As for 
the context, the author has done to the best of his knowledge (which is appreciable with respect to the scattered 
etymological works done in this field). Anyhow, inclusion of loanwords (e.g. so many Arabic words introduced into 
New Persian after the occupation of Persian Empire by Arabs) and exclusion of so many obscure Persian words would 
not create a breakthrough. The Indo-European roots of the Persian words are a MUST in a Persian Etymological work, 
but the author refers to such roots only and only is already given: so if for example you need to know the IE root of a 
simple Persian word such as "barg" (leaf) you are referred back to the Middle Persian "varg" or its Avestan form, with 
no IE cognates which required a deeper research by the author. And if you are after the etymology of a less known/ 
obsolete words such as kAsmu (bristle, coarse hair) "zhikAse" (porcupine) you find no entry (both from Soghdian kAs 
="hog",the former just mean "hog-hair" and the latter: "spiked hog" cf. "porcupine). This criticism is not however 
aimed at the painstaking work done by the author to collect whatever possible from scattered sources. All in all it is 
not a perfect work but good enough in collecting and compiling the data, especially with respect to little work done by 
Iranian linguists in the field of Persian etymology and its relation to Proto-Indo-European etyma.
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