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Eliot Weinberger : An Elemental Thing (New Directions Paperbook)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised An Elemental Thing (New Directions Paperbook): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A fascinating essay collectionBy CustomerI find this book very 
interesting and very different from everything I had red before. I feel that I will be returning to it many times and find 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0811216942


always new issues. These special essays are fascinating new experiences0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Two StarsBy K.B.Not bad writing but not enjoyable to read either.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy Dustin HeronAn essential book if you're curious about the limitless possibilities of non-fiction.

Internationally acclaimed as one of the most innovative writers today, Eliot Weinberger has taken the essay into 
unexplored territories on the borders of poetry and narrative where the only rule, according to the author, is that all the 
information must be verifiable. With An Elemental Thing, Weinberger turns from his celebrated political chronicles to 
the timelessness of the subjects of his literary essays. With the wisdom of a literary archaeologist-astronomer-
anthropologist-zookeeper, he leads us through histories, fables, and meditations about the ten thousand things in the 
universe: the wind and the rhinoceros, Catholic saints and people named Chang, the Mandaeans on the Iran-Iraq 
border and the Kaluli in the mountains of New Guinea. Among the thirty-five essays included are a poetic biography 
of the prophet Muhammad, which was praised by the London Times for its "great beauty and grace," and "The Stars," 
a reverie on what's up there that has already been translated into Arabic, Chinese, Hindi, and Maori.

His remarkable use of simultaneity and collage is something that didn't quite exist before. -- Times Literary 
SupplementWeinberger is a master of distilling massive amounts of information into a compelling takedown. -- Time 
OutAbout the AuthorEliot Weinberger is an essayist, editor, and translator. He lives in New York City. 


