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Blair Miller : American Silent Film Comedies: An Illustrated Encyclopedia of Persons, Studios and
Terminology before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
American Silent Film Comedies. An Illustrated Encyclopedia of Persons, Studios and Terminology:

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. ErrorsBy Barbara HelenThe far too small section on Buster Keaton
has errors... he did not die during a poker game ( he played bridge) andhe suffered from alcoholism but not mental
illness.

Many movie genres developed during the silent era, but none was as lasting as comedies. Actors and actresses stood in
front of crude, hand-cranked cameras and invented a style that made people laugh and forget their troubles. Thisisa
comprehensive reference work to the people, studios, technical companies and terms associated with silent film
comedy. For people, thereis a capsule biography, with birth and death rates and a summary of their contribution to the
genre. For studios and companies, thereis a brief history, focusing on their work in silent film comedy. For terms, a
full definitionisgiven.

From BooklistUsing atime frame from about 1890 to 1930 (approximately the period covered by the time line of the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0899509290

motion picture industry in the introduction), thisillustrated compilation by a New Y ork banker identifies people,
studios, technical companies, and terms associated with silent film comedy. More than 300 entries are biographical,
including actors, studio and other corporate executives, directors and other technical personnel, inventors, etc. Entries
vary in length from a sentence or two to afew pages for such outstanding contributors to silent film comedy as "Fatty"
Arbuckle, Charlie Chaplin, Thomas Edison, Buster Keaton, Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy, Harold LIoyd, Hal Roach,
and Mack Sennett. These sketches usually include birth and death dates and a summary of the contributions of the
person to the genre; some entries include a photograph, selected filmography, and movie-magazine excerpts. For the
more than 100 entries on studios and companies there is a brief history, emphasizing the firm's contribution to the
development of silent film comedy. The third category of entriesis quite a miscellany, including Blacks in Silent Film
Comedies, Edison Kinetogram (a bulletin announcing new Edison films), Keystone Kops, Nickelodeons. Thiswork
provides ample see and see also references. The bibliography is current to 1991. The index should be helpful in
locating names of individuals and firms without entries of their own; in addition, an occasiona book, play, film
bulletin, or film seriesisindexed.This volume will supplement Langman's Encyclopedia of American Film Comedy
(Garland, 1987), which has a much wider time span. Large public libraries, academic libraries, and film libraries may
want to consider purchase. "afine reference book...exceptionally valuable...strongly recommended" -- Choice'this
illustrated compilation...identifies people, studios, technical companies and terms" -- Booklist/RBBAbout the
AuthorBlair Miller isaresident of Fairport, New Y ork.



