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86 of 87 people found the following review helpful. One of the Better ASL Dictionaries.By K. L SadlerThis is an 
older version of this particular ASL dictionary. Perhaps some things have changed in his newer versions. I was 
required to take ASL though Deaf in college as my foreign language requirement. Though I had been exposed to ASL 
before, English is my first language. Since then, I've collected many books on the Deaf and also ASL books that 
interested me. This one proved to be much better than the ones that were used in my classes. It is easy to carry, and 
provides a large amount of signs for a book. The problems with teaching ASL using a book is that it is two 
dimensional, rather than 3 dimensional. I recommend this book for beginners, but if you are serious about learning the 
syntax and grammar of ASL it is better to get a CD ROM or take advantage of web sites which show ASL in video 
streaming. It is even more important to get involved with the Deaf community, because a book cannot tell you how the 
community uses its language. Karen L. Sadler, Science Education, University of Pittsburgh, klsst23@pitt.edu0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Execllent Learning Tool...By Betsy RossI have Martin L Sternberg's first 
unabridged dictionary that I bought back in the 80's. I used it for several class I took back then. The drawings are clear 
and the written explaiations are clear. Bought this dictionay for a friend who is interested in learning american sign 
language. She will be taking a class in the fall and the instructor listed this dictionary as one of the items she will need. 
She is delighted with the size and the number of signs included in the dictionary. I would recommend this dictionary to 
anyone wants to learn sign language.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Best bookBy NancyI have a 3 
year old granddaughter that I have been teaching Sign language to. There are a lot of sites online but they don't have 
some of the words I wanted to teach her. This book is fantastic, it is extremely easy to understand every sign. I looked 
everywhere for a book. I recommend this book to everyone.

Introducing the first revised edition to the original and most extensive pocket-size American Sign Language dictionary 
ever published. Included are more than 2,500 of the most widely used words, phrases and idioms in the language, with 
easy-to-follow illustrations of the hand, arm and facial movements that express each one.Completely updated and 
modernized, this monumental work introduces 500 new signs that have recently been added to the evolving American 
Sign Language lexicon.

"The most comprehensive and clearly written dictionary of sign language ever published."-- "Los Angeles 
Times"About the AuthorMartin L. A. Sternberg, Ed.D., is a native New Yorker. Deaf since the age of seven, he has 
spent most of his career working with deaf people. The idea for this book came from Dr. Elizabeth Peet, Dr. 
Sternberg's sign language teacher at Gallaudet University (for the deaf), in Washington, DC. Dr. Sternberg kept Dr. 
Peet's ideas and methods, but expanded the work greatly. Early work on the project received a federal grant from the 
U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare to New York University, the sponsoring institution. A graduate of 
the City College of New York, American University, and New York University, Dr. Sternberg has enjoyed a 
distinguished career as a teacher at Gallaudet, New York, Hofstra, and Adelphi Universities. HE is currently chairman 
of the board of trustees of Lexington School for the Deaf and Lexington Center for the Deaf. He is the author of four 
ASL dictionaries and a Codies Award-winning CD-ROM, all published by HarperCollins. He also received Emmy and 
Peabody nominations for his ASL series by the NBC network, "Speaking With Your Hands," as well as medals at 
various international film and television festivals.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.Explanatory 
NotesSign RationaleThis term, admittedly imprecise semantically, refers to the explanatory material in parentheses 
which follows the part of speech. This material is an attempt to offer a mnemonic cue to the sign as described verbally. 
It is a device to aid the user of the dictionary to remember how a sign is formed. Verbal DescriptionThe sign and its 
formation are described verbally. Such terms as "S" hand, "U' position, "both 'B' hands," refer to the positions of the 
hand or hands as they are depicted in the American Manual Alphabet on page xxiii. Terms such as 
"counterclockwise," "clockwise," refer to movement from the signer's orientation. Care should be taken not to become 
confused by illustrations which appear at first glance to contradict a verbal description. In all cases the verbal 
description should be the one of choice, with the illustration reinforcing it. The reader should place himself or herself 
mentally in the position of the signer, i.e., the illustration, in order to assume the correct orientation for signing an 
English gloss word. Sign SynonymsSign synonyms are other glosses for which the same sign is used. They are found 
at the end of the verbal description, following the italicized Cf and are given in SMALL CAPITAL LETTERS. It is 
important to remember that the words listed after the Cf. do not carry an equivalent sense in and of themselves. 
Because meaning for the signer springs from the sign, apparently unrelated glosses can be expressed by similar 
movements. Illustrations A. Illustrations appearing in sequence should not be regarded as separate depictions of parts 
of a sign. They are fluid and continuous, and should be used in conjunction with the verbal description of a sign, for 
they illustrate the main features of the sign as one movement flows into the next. B. Arrows, broken or solid, indicate 
direction of movement. Again, they are designed to reinforce the verbal description and, where confusion may arise, 
the reader is cautioned to review the verbal description, always keeping himself or herself mentally in the position of 
the illustration (the signer). C. As a general rule, a hand drawn with dotted or broken lines indicates the sign's initial 
movement or position of the hand. This is especially true if a similar drawing appears next to it using solid lines. This 



indicates terminal position in the continuum. D. Groups of illustrations have been arranged as far as possible in 
visually logical order. They are read from left to right, or from top to bottom. Where confusion is possible, they have 
been captioned with letters A, B, C, etc. E. Small lines outlining parts of the hand, especially when they are repeated, 
indicate small, repeated, or wavy or jerky motions, as described in the verbal section of an entry. F. Arrows drawn side 
by side but pointing in opposite directions indicate repeated movement, as described in the verbal section of an entry. 
G. Illustrations giving side or three-quarter views have been so placed to afford maximum visibility and to avoid 
foreshortening problems. The user of the dictionary should not assume a similar orientation when making the sign. As 
a general fule, the signer faces the person he or she is signing to. H. Inclusion of the head in the figures permits proper 
orientation in the formation of certain signs. The head is omitted where there is no question of ambiguity. 


