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Lester R. Walker : American Shelter: An Illustrated Encyclopedia of the American Home  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised American Shelter: An Illustrated 
Encyclopedia of the American Home: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An entirely different approachBy David ArbogastThis is an entirely 
different approach to a well-trodden path. Most American residential architectural style books, of which there are 
many fine examples, divide the topic into neat categories and then provide concise, clear descriptions of each style 
with photographs to illustrate these descriptions. This book replaces the photographs with helpful line drawings and 
divides the styles into multiple sub-categories. One might quibble about the plethora of styles presented here as, in 
reality, many of these overlap their siblings and it is sometimes difficult, if not impossible, to neatly categorize them 
so distinctly. That said, the drawings provide new perspectives (pardon the pun) which could never be accomplished 
by photographs. Mr. Walker has done a great service for all of us.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Best book of its kindBy doug kortyThis illustrated encyclopedia of American homes, starting in 300 AD is the best I 
have ever seen. Even the Introduction is inspiring; it makes it clear that he has a great love of the subject. The short 
chapters are organized by the date of each type of home. I learned more from two hours with this book than I have 
with dozens of other books on architecture. The author has a new book about to be published on building a house. I 
recommended it to 100 of my closest friends.Midwest Independent Research, educational websites. Affordable 
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housing, mwir-affordablehousing.blogspot. There are book lists here.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy Maria Kontopodiexcellent reference

In hardcover for the first time in a revised edition, and with over 1,000 illustrations, American Shelter -- the landmark 
reference in architectural history -- surveys and illustrates every American housing style from Native American days 
to the present and beyond. Over 100 styles are covered, including 1700s Dutch Colonials and New England saltboxes, 
Southern plantation mansions, plain Shaker dwellings, whimsical Carpenter Gothics, and modern modular homes, and 
architect Lester Walker's superb coverage features detailed drawings of each style, including exploded diagrams and 
floor plans -- essential reference to the American dwelling, past and present.

.com Altogether 103 styles of American housing are featured in this book, spanning the earth lodge (circa 300) to the 
projected space unit (circa 2000). There are full diagrams, history, and a description for each of the Native American 
and settler homes, including the pueblo, longhouse, and wigwam; the log cabin, garrison house, and saltbox; and on 
through the Georgian, Greek Revival, false front, Queen Anne, and neomodern. Whether you're a student of 
architecture, a dabbler in design, a house-history buff or a novice home-buyer attempting to decipher your realtor's 
descriptions, Lester Walker's American Shelter has a lot to offer.About the AuthorLester Walker is an award-winning 
architect and author of numerous books including American Shelter, Tiny Houses, and Block Building for Children. 
He lives in Woodstock, New York, where his architectural practice is based. 


