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Orestes Brownson : American Republic (Masterworks of Literature)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised American Republic (Masterworks of Literature): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. An Oft Ignored Political GeniusBy L.S. SmithThis is a masterful 
work of political philosophy that demonstrates how religion and politics complement each other. Brownson wrestled 
with the problem of secession from both perspectives, which in the end converged into a single, unified understanding. 
This synthesis of religion and politics is a momentous accomplishment and one of beauty.Brownson might well be the 
most insightful American political philosopher ever, while perhaps the most ignored as well. Thomas Jefferson's 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0808400134


writings seem sophomoric beside Brownson's, and this is far from attributable to the fact that Jefferson preceded him 
in American history. Brownson dissects, as a surgeon, the third president's thought regarding sovereignty and the 
origins of government, pinpointing the flaws. Thanks to the ideological tilt in colleges and universities, however, 
Jefferson is roundly applauded, while Brownson is scarcely, if ever, even mentioned.If the many thorns and thistles in 
Burke's eighteenth century manner of English expression tries one's patience, then perhaps the place to start in 
understanding political conservatism is by reading Brownson, who generally writes without thick floral flourishes. 
Both thinkers, however, should be read and studied by all students of political philosophy.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy Stephen Fred SchmidtExcellent book from an underappreciated author. 
Foreword by Lawler is excellent.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An American ClassicBy Karla 
PerryOrestes Brownson was brilliant. This is a great book of historical value. Read it!
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About the AuthorOrestes Brownson (18031876) was one of the nineteenth centurys most fascinatingand 
mercurialwriters. A journalist, editor, apologist, and political philosopher, Brownsons intellectual restlessness 
launched him on a spiritual journey that led him through Congregationalism, Presbyterianism, Universalism, 
humanitarianism, and Unitarianism to, ultimately, Roman Catholicism. Sometimes referred to as Americas John Henry 
Newman, The American Republic is his classic text. Peter Augustine Lawler is Dana Professor of Government at 
Berry College in Georgia. He is author or editor of nine books, including Aliens in America: The Strange Truth about 
Our Souls, and executive editor of the quarterly journal Perspectives on Political Science. Gregory Butler is Associate 
Professor of Government at New Mexico State University. He is the author of In Search of the American Spirit: The 
Political Thought of Orestes Brownson. 


