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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised American English
Compendium: 21st Century A Guidebook for Trandators, Interpreters, Writers, Editors, and Advanced Language
Students:

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. The Many Uses of the CompendiumBy Marla SchulmanAs a
professional editor, trandator, and project manager for large writing and translation assignments, | found myself using
this book on aregular basis as a companion to the regular English language dictionaries | use routinely. When | run
into an unusual term in English, or when | have to make a distiction between U.S. and U.K words or expressions, or
when | need to check a computer acronym or abbrevation, | find myself referring to this book over and over again. Itis
an excellent companion to the regular dictionaries, and | highly recommand it to both native speakers of English and to
foreigners who struggle with the many pecularities of American and other kinds of English.6 of 7 people found the
following review helpful. Mid-Atlantic EnglishBy Dan PoynterAs our world shrinks and our works flow across
borders, our books will sell better if they are not perceived as “foreign”. Ordinarily, we circumvent the foreign label by
avoiding certain words. Wetry not to use words that can be spelled in two ways such as color/colour. We try to avoid
geographical references such as"About the size of Massachusetts'. And we try to avoid (English/Metric)
measurements. We call thiswriting in "Mid-Atlantic English”. Then when a distant reader picks up our book, it does
not seem as though it was written for someone el se. The American English Compendium goes even further. It explains
and often tranglates proverbs, slogans, aphorisms, expressions, similes, metaphors, slang, colloquiaisms, acronyms,
abbreviations, nicknames and words. Writers, editors, translators and other wordsmiths will find this book a valuable
reference and just fun to read. For full coverage, click on Table of Contents in the left-hand column of this page.Marv
Rubinstein is an attorney and chemical engineer who recently retired from the Monterey Institute of International
Studies where he taught American English to foreign students.As a publisher, author of 113 books (including revisions
and foreign-language editions) and over 500 magazine articles and a consultant to the publishing industry, |
recommend this book to wordsmiths everywhere. DanPoynter @ParaPublishing.com.9 of 10 people found the
following review helpful. Excellent language translation resourceBy Stephen WantThis book is an excellent language
and tranglation resource for those working with American and British English, particularly in its effort to cover
comprehensively areas of language and speech not easily found in dictionaries, compendiums and lexicons. It has
large sections dealing with colloquialisms, slang, abbreviations and acronyms, highlighting and explaining the kinds of
language problems American/British English translators and interpreters commonly confront. It is also a fascinating
and funny read for those interested in the current uneasy relationship between American and British English, aswell as
an exploration of the contradictions and complexities inherent in the languages. Voluminous to be helpful in most
lingusitic situations, yet compact enough and well organized to be easily used, thisisthat rare kind of reference book:
excellent and enduring value!

This Compendium hel ps one better understand how this language works, while providing five compact, quick-
reference dictionaries, all in one portable book.

Ideal for translators, writers, editors, aswell as school and community library English language and linguistic
reference collections. -- Bookwatch, October 2000



