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5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. I have been well aware of the top-tier colleges so popular with 
students like ours. Each year we deal with countless disappointeBy SCiguyThis is the first review I've ever felt 
compelled to post, but as an educator in a competitive college prep high school, I have been well aware of the top-tier 
colleges so popular with students like ours. Each year we deal with countless disappointed students and parents who 
simply dont understand just how competitive these institutions are and how unpredictable it can be for anyone to gain 
admission. There are, of course, hundreds of excellent schools without the name recognition of the top-tier schools, 
though it can be a tough sell to goal-oriented, achievement-minded students.However, I am now a parent of a college-
age, non-traditional learner, whose standardized testing profile will exclude him from eligibility from top-tier schools 
(though he tests in the gifted range on WISC IQ tests). As a result, I have become far more personally involved in 
understanding the wide variety of good schools out there. However, reading websites and school-generated literature 
does not help distinguish the great from the good (or the not-so-good). Peter Arangos book has been a godsend. He has 
extensive experience as an educator and a college counselor, and he does an amazing job of understanding the 
importance of the match between school and student. His description of each school is comprehensive and nuanced. I 
have visited several schools in his book, and he has done a masterful job of capturing not just the essential academic 
program but also the essence of the community itself. These are not just cookie-cutter descriptions but, rather, they 
contain the essential information as through the eyes of a parents (or students) who are trying to make one of the most 
important decisions of their lives. As a result, I will be visiting several more schools in this book to provide my child 
with a range of outstanding options.What you have, then, is a comprehensive list of schools that make Mr. Arangos 
cut,- excellent schools of which you may not be familiar and may not have the name (or the popular sweatshirt) but 
which he has vetted thoroughly throughout his extensive experience. His only motive is to help families navigate the 
college process to find outstanding educational and college experiences. Even if you may not have heard of many of 
these schools, Peter Arango has, and if they are in this book, they are worth considering.I am so grateful for this 
resource. I urge anyone who is interested in expanding their understanding of great college experiences for themselves 
or for others to consider it.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. One of a kind - perfect for anyone starting 
the college searchBy Kind Reader"A Must Read for anyone entering the college search. This book is one of a kind." 
This is an unusual guide in that it presents conversational descriptions of more than a hundred and thirty colleges and 
universities, each of which offers distinctive opportunities to students who hope to find great options beyond the most 
familiar and most competitive institutions. More than twenty-two thousand, high school students, for example, apply 
to Stanford; Stanford accepts 4.7% of highly qualified applicants. The highly regarded and truly exceptional colleges 
in this guide accept at least fifty percent of applicants. The guide provides the usual sets of data and specific statistics, 
but also presents the "vibe" of a campus, its activities,traditions, and uncommon attributes. Because the tone of the 
guide is conversational, and because the colleges and universities have been identified as eminently worth 
investigating, each article feels like a personalized recommendation from an experienced college counselor. The range 
of institutions profiled is impressive. Small independent colleges abound, but overlooked large public universities also 
receive high praise. From specialized schools (The Culinary Institute of America, Colorado School of Mines) to small 
state universities (Northern Colorado University, Southern Oregon University) to public liberal arts universities 
(University of North Carolina at Asheville, The Evergreen State College), uncommon opportunities are described in 
detail. Coast to coast, North and South - all regions are represented.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. 
Find the best colleges you didn't know about!By DorthThis book is an excellent resource for every student and family 
starting the college search process. It helps expand your college list beyond the most obvious choices to include those 
hidden gems that you wish your college counselor had told you about.

Americas Best Kept College Secrets is an affectionate profile of more than one hundred colleges and universities 
across the country that share four important characteristics: 1. Each one is a superior institution- exciting, challenging 
and welcoming. 2. Each one has an excellent reputation and is highly regarded by those who know colleges. 3. Each 
one accepts more than 50% of applicants and retains more than 80% of enrolled students. 4. Each one is a college or 
university of quality interested in applicants from outside its region. This lively and informal guide offers an 
uncommonly candid appraisal of the colleges culture - what it feels like to live and work on each campus. Profiles 
include large universities, small colleges, comprehensive universities, liberal arts colleges, schools of art and theater, 
and institutes of technology. The updated edition features more than thirty new profiles of exceptional colleges and 
universities.
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