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Kristen Brustad, Mahmoud Al-Batal, Abbas Al-Tonsi : Al-Kitaab fii Ta'allum al-'Arabiyya - A Textbook for 
Beginning Arabic: Part One (Paperback, Third Edition, With DVD) (Arabic Edition)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Al-Kitaab fii Ta'allum al-'Arabiyya - A 
Textbook for Beginning Arabic: Part One (Paperback, Third Edition, With DVD) (Arabic Edition): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A must have for anyone who wants to learn ArabicBy expat on the 
moveThis is the new benchmark in teaching Arabic in a modern approach. It also has the great feature of putting side 
by side the classic Arabic word and it's colloquial equivalent in both Egyptian and 'Levant' Arabic; I.e. the version 
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used in Lebanin, Syria, Jordan and Palestine. For learners this is crucial for them not to be lost and to be able to 
develop an understanding of both everyday used language, as well as 'book' language0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Awesome book for studentsBy Bhawesh P.I am a college student studying Arabic and Al Kitaab was 
my textbook for that class. This book was extremely helpful and any of you, who wish to learn Arabic should find it 
extremely helpful. Before purchasing it through I have used a rented copy of this book for a year, and I bought it 
because I think it will remain helpful to me in the future. If you are interested in picking up Arabic as a language then 
this book is for you. Below you will find a more detailed review to help you make a more informed decision whether 
to purchase this book.PriceThe price I got this book for was 52 dollars, which considering that you will use it for 
beginner and intermediate courses would be a fair price for a student. If you are a casual learner, I still think this is a 
decent price point for this book, but I feel it may not be the best to learn it by yourself using this book as it is a bit 
advanced for beginners.ContentThe book is divided into self-contained chapters that teach you different aspects of 
Arabic languages, each containing drills, audio, video among other exercises. It comes with a DVD containing the 
audio and video to help you in those exercises. The only problem you may face with the content is that they dont give 
enough vocabulary, and the ones they do give are introduced at a slow pace which may hinder growth. I would 
recommend purchasing an English to Arabic dictionary.QualityThe book is a well edited book a lot of good graphical 
illustrations to aid with your learning process. The binding of the book was well done hence it will survive everyday 
wear and tear. The paper used was of decent quality as well, although it felt like plastic sometimes, like a 
magazine.MiscellaneousTo help with your learning, access to the website and E-cook are also provided with the book. 
The website helps you solve the exercises and guide you through the book more thoroughly. They teach you Modern 
Standard Arabic but also provide vocab in different dialects to help you understand spoken Arabic and adapt to 
different regions. The end of the book contains a small section with a small dictionary to help you better grasp the 
language.11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. This book is worthlessBy busmanI bought this book as 
textbook to learn the grammar that Rosetta Stone doesn't teach. This book is absolutely worthless. Too much of the 
writing in this book is in Arabic to understand what is going in, and there is very little in the way of explanations in 
english to understand how the grammar works. Then they add in three different dialects each in different colors to 
make it more confusing. Unless you are taking the course taught by one of the authors, and your purchase price 
includes the online content, absolutely do not buy this book. You will not be able to learn arabic with this book alone.

Al-Kitaab Part One is the second book in the Al-Kitaab Arabic Language Program and is now available in an 
extensively revised and reorganized third edition. This book with its companion website develops skills in formal and 
colloquial Arabic, including reading, listening, speaking, writing, and cultural knowledge, integrating materials in 
colloquial and formal/written Arabic. It provides a comprehensive program for students in the early stages of learning 
Arabic. FEATURES Four-color design throughout the book with over 100 illustrations and photographs Color-coded 
words and phrases throughout to easily follow the variety or varieties of Arabic you want to activateEgyptian, 
Levantine, and/or formal Arabic Introduces over 400 vocabulary words in all three forms of Arabic side by side 
Presents the story of Maha and Khalid in Egyptian, and now Nasreen and Tariq in Levantine, in addition to Maha and 
Khalid in formal Arabic Expanded grammar explanations and activation drills, including discussions about colloquial 
and formal similarities and differences New video dialogues from everyday life in both Egyptian and Levantine to 
reinforce vocabulary in culturally-rich contexts Develops reading comprehension skills with new authentic texts 
Reinforces learning through extensive classroom activities and homework exercises that provide constant review 
Includes Arabic-English and English-Arabic glossaries, reference charts, and a grammar index Reduced from 20 
chapters to 13 chapters, the course now more closely corresponds to two semesters of college study with an average of 
4-5 contact hours per week Textbook includes a convenient DVD with the basic audio and video materials (no 
interactive exercises) for offline study that will play in iTunes and compatible MP3 players New companion website 
(sold separately)alkitaabtextbook.comfeatures fully integrated interactive, self-correcting exercises, all the audio and 
video materials, and additional online course management and grading options for teachers Al-Kitaab Part One, Third 
Edition provides 125 contact (classroom) hours with approximately 250 homework hours. Students who complete Part 
One should reach an intermediate-mid level of proficiency.

"... the learning experience offered by this last edition is much more authentic and insightful..." MELA Notepad"... a 
practical textbook well suited for Arabic teaching and learning." MELA Notepad"There is much to like here." Al-
'Arabiyya JournalAbout the AuthorKristen Brustad is an associate professor of Arabic at the University of Texas at 
Austin and chair of the Department of Middle Eastern Studies.Mahmoud Al-Batal is an associate professor of Arabic 
and the director of the Arabic Flagship Program at the University of Texas at Austin. Abbas Al-Tonsi is senior lecturer 
at Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar. 


