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Horace Gerald Danner : A Thesaurus of English Word Roots  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised A Thesaurus of English Word Roots: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. GreatBy delkGreat quality thank you.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. ... is proportionate to its value to anyone who would like to increase his vocabulary and 
understanding of the English ...By Michael PatrowThe time and effort the author must have devoted to writing this 
massive volume is proportionate to its value to anyone who would like to increase his vocabulary and understanding of 
the English language. This book strikes me as a labor of love by an author who wants to share and convey his vast 
knowledge of word roots, knowing that the reader who embraces this work will experience non-linear growth in his 
grasp of the language as he becomes more able to decipher the meanings of words from their component parts.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. ... is a vital tool that will help you write better. Using more creative and 
vivid language is a ...By Joy EgeeThis book is a vital tool that will help you write better. Using more creative and 
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vivid language is a sure-fire way to improve your written communication. Highly recommended!

Horace G. Danners A Thesaurus of English Word Roots is a compendium of the most-used word roots of the English 
language. As Timothy B. Noone notes in his foreword: Dr. Danners book allows you not only to build up your passive 
English vocabulary, resulting in word recognition knowledge, but also gives you the rudiments for developing your 
active English vocabulary, making it possible to infer the meaning of words with which you are not yet acquainted. 
Your knowledge can now expand and will do so exponentially as your awareness of the roots in English words and 
your corresponding ability to decode unfamiliar words grows apace. This is the beginning of a fine mental linguistic 
library: so enjoy!In A Thesaurus of English Word Roots, all word roots are listed alphabetically, along with the Greek 
or Latin words from which they derive, together with the roots original meanings. If the current meaning of an 
individual root differs from the original meaning, that is listed in a separate column. In the examples column, the 
words which contain the root are then listed, starting with their prefixes, for example, dysacousia, hyperacousia. These 
root-starting terms then are followed by terms where the root falls behind the word, e.g., acouesthesia and acoumeter. 
These words are followed by words where the root falls in the middle or the end, as in such terms as bradyacusia and 
odynacusis.. In this manner, A Thesaurus of English Word Roots places the word in as many word families as there 
are elements in the word. This work will interest linguists and philologists and anyone interested in the etymological 
aspects of English language.

This unusual but potentially very useful work by independent scholar Danner presents the 'most-used word roots' in 
English. Essentially it is a series of tables that alphabetically list various word 'elements' (such as 'ace') and the original 
words from which they were derived (in this case, the Latin acerbus). These tables also include lists of the various 
forms that this element may take in English words, along with examples of those words. Some, such as 'cute,' which 
comes from 'acute,' which in turn derives from 'ace,' may be surprising. . . .This one includes some 1,200 roots from a 
variety of disciplines and languages, such as Latin, Greek, and Old French. The Thesaurus probably works best if one 
starts with a specific root/element rather than a word. . . .Summing Up: Highly recommended. Lower-division 
undergraduates through researchers/faculty; general readers. (CHOICE)More than 1,200 word roots across a range of 
disciplines are included in this large thesaurus. Here one can expand ones knowledge of English word meanings by 
learning their roots, or combining forms. The sheer volume of information provided here is unmatched by other word 
root thesauri, as most are limited to a single discipline or offer few examples of terms containing these roots. . . .[This 
is] a comprehensive and fascinating reference work. (American Reference Books Annual)About the AuthorHorace 
Gerald Danner is the author of The English Tree of Roots (2004), Discover It! The Ultimate Vocabulary Builder 
(2011), and A Thesaurus of Medical Word Roots (Scarecrow Press 2013). 


