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Virginia Stevens, Maurice Salib : A Pocket Dictionary of the Spoken Arabic of Cairo: English-Arabic  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Pocket Dictionary of the 
Spoken Arabic of Cairo: English-Arabic: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A very good, practical, pocket sized guide to spoken, common 
Arabic wordsBy Reasonable ReviewerThis is a practical guide to speaking commonly understood Arabic as the 
average Man on the street uses the language.The book is a dictionary of English terms with the corresponding Arabic 
phrases detailed in phonetic detail.A couple of caveats ... There are a couple small sections on grammar, but you're not 
going to master Arabic diction. Many verbs are irregular, and you are just as likely to sound silly as to sound erudite if 
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you apply the general rules.Also, Egypt and Syria are considered by many to be the centers of modern, spoken Arabic. 
You'll be understood in other parts of the Arabic speaking world if you use this dictionary, but you won't be speaking 
the local dialect. There are at least five different variations on ballpoint pen that I've run across in practice.All in all, 
this is a very good, pocket sized guide.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Cairo ArabicBy 
georgeLooked for a long time for an egyptian arabic - english dictionary. This one is good and has a well chosen 
selection of words, but no arabic script. For translating signs and shop notices, and to show an egyptian who didn't 
speak english and couldn't get my pronounciation. With the arabic script too it would be perfect. I took the Pimsleur 
egyptian arabic audio course, which was fantastic, and with this book for extra vocabulary made myself understood all 
over Egypt - not much choice on the market (at a reasonable price) for this type of book - so I will probably spend the 
time to put the arabic in myself for next time.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The hardest language 
to try to learn on the flyBy bringdapainI got this book from a friend while I was in Egypt visiting. I realized that even 
with the phonetic spelling of the Arabic equivalent, you may still mispronounce the words and get strange looks if the 
person(s) you are speaking to knows the same amount of English as you know of Arabic. You still need the Arabic 
written so you can show someone when the pronunciation is not working.

Whether you are newly arrived in Egypt and need to know the words for bread and apartment, or a long-term resident 
who suddenly needs to know how to ask for a picture frame or complain of a sore throat, this dictionary is for you. 
Fully revised and expanded, the third edition of this unique and invaluable dictionary presents 6,500 words commonly 
needed by foreigners speaking Arabic in Egypt. Arabic words are written in a clear and consistent transcription 
system, plurals are given for all nouns, plurals and feminine forms are provided for all adjectives, and past tenses are 
given for all verbs. The dictionary also provides stress rules and basic charts of verb endings, negation of verbs, form 
and use of numbers, pronominal suffixes, and comparatives and superlatives.
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