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Mary C. English, Georgia L. Irby : A New Latin Primer  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised A New Latin Primer: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Comprehensive.By CustomerI used this textbook for my university 
101 and 102 Latin courses. Having recently finished the 102 course, I can confidently read Ovid, Bede, Livy, and even 
Thomas More's Utopia with a dictionary, time, and a lot of patience. English and Irby do an exceptional job at 
explaining Latin grammar, they are considerate of those with little to no experience with highly inflected languages 
(like myself before the courses), each lesson has several pages of selections from authentic texts with a general theme 
or author, and there are extensive tables at the end of the book for declensions, verb conjugations, and even a section 
explaining poetic metre. I cannot imagine a better Latin textbook.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Great book but...By Kevin B. ReynoldsTop quality bood with 2 exceptions:1. There is no companion website. The 
website is for the workbook, not this book.2. There is no answer key for the tests at the end of each chapter. This is the 
worst. I cannot prove I understand correctly. Even using online translators, the answers make no sense. This almost 
ruins the whole book. Very frustrating.1 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Robert 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199982015


MasonHic habitat Minotaurus.

Featuring a traditional, grammar-based approach, A New Latin Primer offers beginning students a solid overview of 
Latin grammar, syntax, and vocabulary. It provides concise, straightforward grammatical explanations and illustrates 
them with unadapted Latin examples so that students can learn from Roman authors how to employ the syntax under 
discussion. Each of the thirty-six lessons contains twelve short practice sentences along with fifteen passages of 
unadapted Latin from a wide variety of important classical and medieval authors: Catullus, Vergil, Horace, Ovid, 
Martial, Caesar, Cicero, Livy, Sallust, Tacitus, Augustus, Seneca, Pliny the Younger, Pliny the Elder, Augustine, 
Bede, inter alios. Explanatory notes and definitions of unfamiliar vocabulary appear immediately below the passages. 
All of the passages in a single lesson are tailored to one or two aspects of Roman culture or history, demonstrating 
how the study of Latin provides first-hand access to the texts that shape our understanding of the Roman world.Ideal 
for use in introductory courses, as a self-study volume, or as an intensive review, A New Latin Primer is accompanied 
by a Student Workbook and a Companion Website that contain a variety of drills, additional practice sentences, 
translation practice, and word games. An Instructor's Resource Manual is also available to adopters.

"A New Latin Primer teaches Latin language in the context of Roman society as a whole, locating the grammatical and 
syntactical components of its instructional mandate in a fuller picture of Roman cultural readings. It thereby manages 
to do what other grammars often do not: it begins from the key instructional principle that the language of a given 
culture is made most accessible and interesting to students when it is taught within its cultural context, not apart from 
it."--Gareth Williams, Columbia University"This is a wonderful grammar-based approach to teaching Latin using 
unadapted, authentic texts from a wide range of genres, registers, and historical periods."--Madeline M. Henry, Purdue 
University"What is special about A New Latin Primer is the way that it couples, in each chapter, an introduction to an 
important facet of Roman civilization with authentic Latin texts that illuminate that facet from a variety of angles. This 
unique achievement is made all the more valuable by the fact that it is integrated with a bracingly direct, no-nonsense 
introduction to the essentials of Latin grammar and syntax."--John Carlevale, Berea CollegeAbout the AuthorMary C. 
English is Associate Professor of Classics and General Humanities at Montclair State University.Georgia L. Irby is 
Associate Professor of Classical Studies and Fellow of the College of the Liberal Arts at the College of William and 
Mary.Dr. English and Dr. Irby are the coauthors of A Little Latin Reader (OUP, 2011). 


