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DonnalLeeBerg: A Guidetothe Oxford English Dictionary before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised A Guide to the Oxford English Dictionary:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A word-lover's guide to the supreme English dictionary.By j mark
schmearer|f the OED isto you more than just a big dictionary, you need this book. The first half of thisbook isa
history and overview of the OED, and then a user's guide to the OED--with detailed but very readable explanations for
every element of the OED entry for each word. The second half is an alphabetically arranged ‘companion’, with small
features on awide range subjects related to the background, use and appreciation of the OED. Thiswill degpen and
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mature your appreciation for one of our language's transcendent works.12 of 12 people found the following review
helpful. The only way to get everything out of your OEDBY Eric Sedenskylf you bought a 20-volume dictionary,
you'd expect you'd need a guidebook, wouldn't you? Well, thisisit. This book contains clear explanations of all of the
conventions used in the Oxford English Dictionary. There are plenty of examplesto illustrate al the intricacies that go
into documenting the language, and each exampleis carefully chosen to best show-off the dictionary and acquaint the
casual reader/peruser thereof. The second half of the book isaan "A-Z Companion" to the OED, which isinteresting
reading in and of itself. It took me awhile to find a copy of this out-of-print book at a reasonable price, but it was well
worth the wait and it improves the cost performance of my dictionary exponentialy. If you have the big OED, you
need this small OED guide.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. a book for the serious OED enthusiastBy
S. JacobsFor anyone who as cracked the covers of the OED, decipering the entries can be a daunting prospect. This
slim work helps alittle in the process. Much of what isin the book isto be found within the OED itself, but without
the task of ferreting it out. Thisisnot areal history of the OED, although it does include some wonderful anecdotes, so
don't expect it to be a page-turner. The best place for this book is next to the OED on the library shelf.

In arecent review of the Oxford English Dictionary on CD-ROM, Library Journal called the accompanying booklet, a
brief guide to the OED, a"work of art." Now, thiswork of art has been expanded and enhanced to a full-length book,
A Guide to the Oxford English Dictionary. Here Donna Lee Berg has provided a fascinating source of general
information about the OED as well as a detailed account of the conventions and organization of the dictionary text,
specialy designed to enhance the reader's enjoyment and understanding of this incomparable work. Thislively volume
isthefirst to provide an in-depth account of the structure of the OED: it gives an analysis of the components of a
typical entry, and covers specia entries, such as acronyms, abbreviations, and proper names. In addition, a fascinating
A-Z companion section covers grammatical terms, languages, the history of the Dictionary, the individuals who have
shaped it, and a host of other topics. Also included are a bibliography, a chronology of the OED, and alisting of key
facts and figures about the Dictionary. The Guide will be an invaluable handbook for everyone who relies on the OED,
aroadmap to the greatest dictionary ever compiled.

"Provides a detailed explanation of the conventions and organization of the dictionary, an analysis of components of a
typical entry, abrief history of the set and the people who shaped it, a chronology, and key facts and figures."--
Booklist"Thisis aclear and precise guide, a handbook to areference book, a'learner’ to agreat well of knowledge, or,
using a new phase, recently coined, 'a good knowledge analyzer."'--The Library QuarterlyAbout the AuthorDonna Lee
Berg isformer librarian at the University of Waterloo Centre for the New OED.



