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P. H. Reaney, R. M. Wilson : A Dictionary of English Surnames  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Dictionary of English Surnames: 

7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. The standard work on the subjectBy Mark HowellsThe introduction 
alone is worth the price of the book through its clear explanations of the four main groups of surnames: local 
surnames; surnames of relationships; occupational surnames; and nicknames. Brief pages about regional surname 
patterns are also enlightening.The meat of the book is the alphabetical listing of some 16,000 English surnames, their 
variations, probable origins, and notes on early occurrences in the written records.The cross-referencing between 
variant spellings is excellent and makes for easy navigation between variants.A first rate resource for English 
genealogy and local history.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ... appreciate the ability to obtain this 
book in a good used condition at a reasonable priceBy kerry hindallI can really appreciate the ability to obtain this 
book in a good used condition at a reasonable price. The Late Mr. Reaney remains a foremost authority in the origin of 
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English surnames21 of 23 people found the following review helpful. The standard work on the subjectBy Mark 
HowellsThe introduction alone outstanding through its clear explanations of the four main groups of surnames: local 
surnames; surnames of relationships; occupational surnames; and nicknames. Brief pages about regional surname 
patterns are also enlightening.The meat of the book is the alphabetical listing of some 16,000 English surnames, their 
variations, probable origins, and notes on early occurrences in the written records.The cross-referencing between 
variant spellings is excellent and makes for easy navigation between variants.A first rate resource for English 
genealogy and local history.

This classic dictionary answers questions such as these and explains the origins of over 16,000 names in current 
English use. It will be a source of fascination to everyone with an interest in names and their history.
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